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Good morning, ladies & gentlemen.

I am very happy to deliver this opening adress at the 4th International
Symposium on Noteworthy Development in Prestressing and
Precasting.On behalf of the Japan Prestressed Concrete Engineering
Association, I would like to express my heartful congratulations on
holding this successful symposium.

The day before yesterday, Hong Kong was returned to China,
and a new era of Asia has just started. Looking back to the history of
prestressed and precast concrete technology, these were born and have
been developed in Europe and North America. However, [ would
like to stress that Asia would be the center of the construction of pre-
stressed and precast concrete in the 21st century. And we must recog-

"nize that the present era is the era of science and political decision of

each country. In this sense, the prestressing and precast concrete en-
gineering are making a great influence on the prosperity of the each
country by making bridges and other infrastructures.

Let me talk about the international activities of the prestressed
concrete society. As you know there is FIP, which is the Federation
of International Prestressed Concrete founded in Europe in 1950. Next
year, 1998, FIP will expand into FIB by jointing with CEB. CEB is
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the European Concrete Committee. FIB is the Federation of Interna-
tional Structural Concrete. The first FIB congress will be held in Ja-
pan in 2002. 1 believe that this is very meaningful because such an
important congress will be held in Asia for the first time. 1 would like
to ask your support to this FIB congress in 2002.

Now, let us think about precast segmental construction. Each in-
dividual segment is integrated to the structures by using prestressing.
Therefore, the effect of prestressing is enormous. When we think
about international cooperation we need something like the effect of
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prestressing. What is this? [ think this is the friendship.So prestress-
ing is just like friendship. I believe that this prestressed and precast
concrete symposium would contribute to not only development of tech-
nology but also to international friendship.

Lastly, I'sincerely hope that the attendance of this symposium
will be a great step to your future activity and also I hope that you will
enjoy this beautiful country with excellent tropical atmosphere, tasty
foods and friendly people.

Thank you.



